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Alyce Earl-Jenkins was the first African American female to receive a direct appointment in 1974 to the rank of Lt. Commander in the United States Navy Reserve (USNR), without prior military service, as a member of the Navy’s newly established Campus Liaison Officer (CLO) Program to increase enlistment of African Americans in the U. S. Navy. While serving in the USN, Lt. CDR Jenkins she was assigned to US Navy Recruiting Command in Washington, DC, Region V Navy Recruiting Office (Columbus, OH) and Navy Reserve Office in Dayton. She was assigned to Wright State University. She resigned as full Commander in 1984. In addition to having served in Navy she worked many years as a rehabilitation counselor and educator. 
Born in Birmingham, Alabama in 1935 to Margaret LaVern Wright Earl and Boysie Orr, she was raised by her mother and stepfather, Arthur Fred Earl. She attended Lincoln Elementary School and graduated from A. H. Parker High School in Birmingham, Alabama in 1953 and then attended Alabama A&M College in Normal, Alabama where she majored in Mechanic Arts. She graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1957. Central State University (CSU) in Wilberforce recruited Alyce for the position of assistant director of printing and graphics in 1958 where she worked until 1966 when the Printing Department closed. 
As a former client of The Alabama Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation, Alyce applied for the Ohio Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation-Kent State University Internship Program in 1968 where she earned a Masters in Education degree in rehabilitation counseling. From 1968 to 1972 she was Director of Counseling at Wilberforce University where she obtained a small   Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) Planning Grant $10,000 to develop a plan for an undergraduate program for at WU. She also fulfilled her dream of obtaining a 5-year $533.220 to develop an undergraduate program at Alabama A&M University (Huntsville) She established rehabilitation scholarships Alyce Earl-Jenkins Scholarship Alabama A&M University at Normal, AL and Wright State University Dayton, OH. 
Alyce was recruited in 1972 by former Kent State University professor, Dr. Perry L. Hall to serve as coordinator of Wright State University’s undergraduate rehabilitation education program allowing him to plan and teach the graduate program, i.e., Rehabilitation Counseling: Severe Disabilities. In 1991 she submitted an application for a University Foundation Grant Project to develop Video Documentaries of Contributions African Americans Have Made to WSU’s Success. The project’s goal was to dispel the Dayton area community’s impressions the university has been negligent in hiring, nurturing and retaining African-American faculty/staff and students. Of the 22 video participants, Oris Carter Amos Cross and former Central Chapel AME Church member and Yellow Springs resident, Alphonso L. Smith are among those who participated project.  She also documented Yellow Springs’ resident Hellen McCray’s experience as A Freedom Rider that aired on DATV and Yellow Spring’s Channel 5. 
In, 1993, Alyce accepted the five-year WSU Early Retirement faculty buy-out thereby retiring with 30 years of service. She then founded AEJ &Associates to work directly with private, state and federal rehabilitation agencies. She later returned to the university to serve as interim director of the Center for Teaching and Learning (1996-1998). And, appointed associate director of WSU’s African American Studies Program and coordinated its First Grade Initiative Program at Corinthian Baptist Church, Dayton, OH. She also served as coordinator of Youth Programs for the National Conference for Community Justice NCCJ 2001-2003.
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