John (J.J.) Thomas Hornaday

1861-1944

John Thomas Hornaday was son of Sylvester and Margaret Hornaday. He was born January 10, 1861 in a small cabin on an 80 acre farm owned by his father in Grant County, near Marion, Indiana. His mother died shortly after his birth, but his father, who lived until John as 16, guided his early development and instilled in him "a burning desire for an education."

At age 18, Mr. Hornaday bought a barbershop in Marion and worked as a barber for 1 ½ years, using time between customers to study. In 1881, John left Marion for Wilberforce College, but found himself short on funds and hired out as a barber in Xenia, Ohio. He arranged his hours so he could attend high school in Xenia. Following a relocation to West Jefferson, Ohio in 1882, where he pursued additional schooling, he migrated to Yellow Springs and opened a barbershop. 

In 1884, Mr. Hornaday was married to Gertrude Wells, a student at Wilberforce form Cincinnati. Following his marriage, he studied at Antioch from 1885 to 1888. He joined Central Chapel AME Church in 1892, where he served 40 years as church clerk. 

John was first commissioned as a Notary Public in 1890 and later served 20 consecutive years as Justice of Peace for Miami Township. 

For a period, John Hornaday studied law while in the office of C. L. Maxwell in Xenia. He was not admitted to the bar, but he did open an office in Yellow Springs in 1890 where he engaged in the real estate business and was a Notary Public. Locals recognized him as an authority on pensions, and in 1890 he was given a special commission by the United States Secretary of the Interior to argue pension cases. The trustees of Wilberforce College also appointed him to act as real estate agent for the college. 

Mr. Hornaday was a member of both the Masonic Fountain Lodge No. 35, and the Odd Fellows, where he became Grand Secretary of the Ohio District, Grand Lodge 24 of the Grand United Order of Odd Fellows.
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