Jefferson Williams

1851-1933

Born in Roanoke, Virginia, the son of a slave, Jefferson Williams spent his formative years in Virginia. He was an eye-witness of the historic battle between the iron-clad Union ship, the Monitor, and the Confederate Merrimac, in Chesapeake Bay in 1863. 

Jefferson migrated to Yellow Springs with his father at the age of 17. His primary occupation in Yellow Springs was farming, from which he retired at age 70. He then began pushing a cart to haul mail from the trains to the post office. He gained fame in Yellow Springs for his punctuality and faithful services as a messenger for the Post Office. In fact, the Post Office closed the afternoon of his funeral. 

A familiar sight on Yellow Springs streets was this elderly gentleman (Williams) pushing a push-cart holding mail from the train station to the Post Office; and then back from the Post Office to the train station. His cause of death was listed as complications related to typhoid fever.
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