Joseph C. Hunter

1860-1936
Joseph C. Hunter was proprietor of a farm of nearly 200 acres in Bath Township, on Rural Route 2 outside of Yellow Springs. He was born on October 10, 1860 in Williamson County, Tennessee. His parents were Jerome Lilla, a Cherokee Indian; and Dorcas Hunter, a slave of Henry Hunter. His mother died in 1897 and father (Jerome Lilly) migrated to Toronto, Canada. Growing-up on a farm in Tennessee, Joseph Hunter was schooled in the district schools and upon reaching adulthood he began farming. On December 27, 1883, in Union City, TN, Joseph Hunter married Ellen Johnson, the daughter of Lee Eddings and Sarah N. Johnson. The Hunters continued farming in Tennessee for 21 years; 16 of the years he also engaged in the threshing business. The Hunters migrated to Ohio in 1904 and settled in Greene County. The following year the Hunters purchased the farm outside of Yellow Springs where they pursued general farming and raised livestock. 

The couple had 10 children:

- Savannah, who married William Edwards. They also farmed in Greene County, OH. 

- Robert, who married Winnie Pettiford, and assisted his father in management of the home farm. 

- Queen Esther, who married Clayton S. Mills (a blacksmith) and lived in Clifton, OH.  

- Herman, who entered the medical profession in Nashville, TN; and served in the Medical Corp of the U.S. Army. 

- Clay Evans, who graduated from Wilberforce College in 1917, became a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Army, and became an attorney. 

- Joseph, who assisted on the farm.

- Cecil, a graduate of Wilberforce University who became an attorney.

- Ruby, who graduated from Fairfield High School in 1918. 

- Lester, who became a physician; and


- Waudell, who became a physician.
The elder Joseph Hunter owned 187 and 6/10th acres of land and specialized in raising Holstein cattle with a herd of over 30 head of cattle on his farm. He was an active member of the Republican Party; a member (along with his family) of Central Chapel AME Church; and the Colored Farmers Organization. 
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